Ascent News
The Ascent Movement
(Life Ascending International)

Christian Movement for those in their middle and
later years
2014 e-newsletter 3

Easter edition
www.ascentmovement.org.uk
1

The cover picture is of the ‘Resurrection’ window at St Monica’s church,
Palmers Green and like ‘Marmite’ some people love it while others hate it. What
is certain is that nobody who has seen it is indifferent. Every time I see it I recall
the Easter Hymn from Cavalleria rusticana: “O Rejoice that the Lord has
arisen. He has broken the power of the grave. He has opened the gates of the
prison. He has risen in his glory – to save.” The joy of Easter is the highlight of
the liturgical year and exemplifies the thoughts and words of our Holy Father as
expressed in his Apostolic Exhortation: ‘Evangelii Gaudium’.
A gem from Sister Margaret.
TO ALL THE KIDS WHO SURVIVED THE ‘1930s, ‘40s, ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s
First, we survived being put to sleep on our tummies in cribs covered with bright
coloured lead-based paints. We had no childproof lids on our medicine bottles,
locks on doors or cabinets, and rode our bikes without helmets. We would ride in
cars with no booster seats, no seat belts, no air bags, bald tyres and sometimes no
brakes. We ate worms; mud pies and drank water from the garden hose and not
from a bottle. We shared one drink with four friends, from one bottle, and no
one actually died from this.
We ate cakes, white bread, real butter, and bacon. We drank lemonade made
with real white sugar. And we weren’t overweight. WHY? Because we were
always out playing… that’s why! We would leave home in the morning and play
all day, as long as we were back when the streetlights came on. No one was able
to reach us all day. And we were OKAY.
We would spend hours building our go-carts out of scraps and then ride them
down the hill; only to find out we forgot the brakes. After running into the
bushes a few times, we learnt to solve the problem.
We didn’t have Play Stations, Nintendo’s, Sky TV, DVDs mobiles or laptops, WE
HAD FRIENDS – and we went outside and found them! We just walked to a
friend’s house, knocked on the door or just walked in and talked to them. We fell
out of trees, got cut, broke bones and teeth, AND NO-ONE GOT SUED!
At school not everyone came top or made the sports team. Those who didn’t had
to learn to deal with disappointment. Imagine that!! The idea of a parent bailing
us out if we broke the law was unheard of. We actually sided with the law! Our
generation has produced some of the best risk-takers, problem solvers, and
inventors ever. Witness the last 50 years of invention and new ideas.
We have freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we learned how to deal
with it all.
If YOU are one of those born between 1925-1970,
CONGRATULATIONS FRIEND YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL JUST AS YOU ARE

Ecumenism
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Ecumenism is defined as: The movement within the Church to reconcile and
promote understandings between DENOMINATIONS in the hope of restoring
unity1 I engaged in a fine example of this on Good Friday when I attended an
open air gathering in the Market square of Enfield. Three crosses were on show
to serve as ‘witness’ to the passing public and a service was celebrated. It
included contributions from ‘The Jesus Church’, The Roman Catholic Church
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 2 C of E Churches, Baptists, Methodists and
URC together with the Enfield Citadel of the Salvation Army, who also provided
the music.
After that we all entered the Enfield Parish Church of St Andrew. This Church
is undergoing an ‘interregnum’ which has lasted for over 12 months, but is soon
to come to an end with the arrival of a new Vicar. We were, however, all
welcomed to take part in a service in which various denominations were well
represented. There is widespread cooperation between the Churches in the area
and services are regularly celebrated throughout the Borough. The previous one
was the Office of Vespers at Our Lady of Walsingham, which is the ‘Chapel of
Ease’ to the main RC Church. It was a particularly joyful occasion as the small
Church was full with active participants from a wide number of Churches.
There is a wider definition of ecumenism, which is to include the 3 Abrahamic
faiths: Judaism, Christianity and Islam (JCM) I have recently returned from my
seventh visit to the JCM conference in Germany. We returned to the ‘Holy
Mountain’ – our nickname for the Kirchliche Hochschule - in Wuppertal after 2
years at other locations while extensive refurbishments had been undertaken.
The spirit of ecumenism was evident at this, the 41st conference and the key
lecture was provided by Rabbi Prof. Jonathan Magonet who is a founder
member of the JCM.
I am in the process of preparing for the 29th Annual Multi-Faith Pilgrimage for
Peace, which takes place on the 14th June. It starts at Our Lady of Muswell and
continues via synagogue, Quakers, Sikhs, Moravians, Baha’is, Mosque and the
Sufi Centre to end at the Crouch End Festival. I am sure that the 200 or so
‘pilgrims’ will include those of all ‘religions or none’ as previously. This will be
my fourth pilgrimage organised by the Westminster Interfaith2, which is the
agency of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Westminster for Interreligious
Dialogue.
I was musing on the Triduum liturgy and noticed the Good Friday General
Intercessions. #V is for unity of Christians, #VI is for the Jewish people, #VII is
foe those who co not believe in Christ and #VIII is for those who do not believe in
God. If we pray for all these then the nest step is interreligious dialogue and I
will engage in it.
Ed
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