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I would like to include a short message to members, which I give you as follows:
We are all now in the season of Lent and I hope it is a fruitful time to grow in faith. It
gives us a chance to reflect and helps us to change and repent. In my parish we are to
have a series of Lenten reflections, which will help us to explore Pope Francis’
exciting new document – “The Joy of the Gospel” in which he outlines his vision for
the course he wishes to set for the Church under his time as Pope. This should be a
great document – so fresh and hopeful.
With my Love and prayers

Margaret
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The Ascent Northern Retreat
This usually takes place in September of every year at The Briery1, Ilkley,
which is a Retreat and Conference Centre run by the Sisters of the Cross and
Passion. Ilkley lies in a beautiful spot at the foot of Ilkley Moor in the heart of
the Yorkshire Dales.
The Briery is a place of spiritual renewal, where those who come can find God
in an atmosphere of love, prayer, healing and peace. Where all are valued,
encouraged to discover their gifts and challenged to use them in the service of
others. Where the poor, the suffering and the lonely can experience the power
of the cross and Resurrection in Christ.
The 2013 Ascent Retreat took place from 23 to 26 September and was led by
Mrs Pat Brown of the lay chaplaincy team. A group of 11 members
participated – Pat and Mary from Newcastle, Joan and Heather from
Scarborough and seven from the two York groups – Margaret, Anne, Joan,
Marian, Emma and the two Maureens.
The theme was based on the Year of Faith and focussed on the parable of the
Sower. Pat brought home to us the different ways we receive or reject the
Word of God. She stressed that the Word of God is not just the Scriptures but
is something alive and active in the challenges and events of everyday life.
We were fortunate to have five priests also resident for the few days, enjoying
time together for prayer and reflection away from their busy parishes. They
celebrated Mass each day, which proved to be a real nourishment for us all.
The 2014 Ascent Retreat takes place from Monday 22 to Thursday 25
September. Application forms are available from your group leader or please
contact Maureen Potter, 1 Irwin Avenue, York YO31 7TX or email
maureenpotter929@btinternet.com.
It is to be remembered that both this and the ‘Southern’ retreat2 are for the
benefit of ALL members of the Ascent movement in the UK and that all such
members are welcome to apply for the few places that remain in either or both
of these retreats.
Ed
If any members are aware of any other activity that is not mentioned here or in
the subsequent dairy for 2014, it would be helpful if they were to contact the
Editor at palowkar@blueyonder.co.uk so that details could be included in
subsequent newsletters or in the printed Journal scheduled for production in
October 2014.
A Reflection – Paula
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The cover picture is the front elevation of the Briery. Other views may be seen online.
Full details were given in e-newsletter 1 or from the Editor
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It was during a European meeting in Rome in 1985 that the President of Vie
Montante, Dr. René Tardy was inspired to set the wheels in motion for the
movement to become international. Since then it has spread to every
continent making its own presence felt in the universal Church under the title
Life Ascending International (LIA).
Back in 1993, a Spanish Jesuit, Fr Liborio Lopez, had been working in Latin
America for 25 years and on his return home his Superior asked him to spread
Vida Ascendete (Ascent) in Spain. He became a great diplomat for the
movement with his excellent French and English.
He was a key person in the preparations for the Third International Meeting in
Miami and when he was in London I invited him to our home for dinner. He was
a very striking, handsome man, aged about 65 years, with silver grey hair and
his after-shave went before him.
On Good Friday, he was dining with members of his family, when a bomb alert
was given and everyone had to vacate the restaurant. Father then learned a
little girl was still inside and ran into the restaurant to get her. As they were
emerging the bomb went off and Father flung himself at the child who was
completely unharmed, but Fr. Liborio was gravely wounded. When rescuers
came he said “leave me and save others” He slipped into a coma and died on
the Feast of the Ascension. Another member of his family was killed and
several injured.
I am sure we all have stories to tell of such saints and we are blessed to have had
many of them in our movement, working selflessly and with great zeal. The
recent death of Miss Helena Thias, Kensington Group Leader for 30 years, is
another such person, where mere words could never convey all that she did and
all that she was to countless souls. We thank God for their dedicated lives and to
grant them eternal rest in Heaven.

Stop Press
The new website is now up and running!
www.ascentmovement.org.uk
All members are encouraged to make contributions.

Diary for 2014
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Tuesday-Wednesday,
18-19th March

Meeting of the National Planning Team (NPT)
Wistaston Hall Crewe

Wednesday 26th March

North Eastern Region Co-ordination Committee
Malton

Thursday 3rd April

Southwark Region Group Leaders Meeting
West Croydon.

Wednesday 9th April

Westminster Group Leaders’ Meeting
Barnet.

Wednesday 7th May

Day of Reflection, 10.30am – 3.30pm
English Martyrs Parish Hall, York

Monday-Thursday
9-12th June

Southern Retreat at Aylesford Priory
Details: Keith Hunter 531 Loose Road Me 15 9UQ
Tel # 01622746792

Thursday 26th June

Westminster/Southwark visit to St Etheldreda’s
Ely Place, Holborn EC1N 6RY.
Details: Mike Palowkar Tel # 020 8363 1136

Wednesday 9th July Proposed date for Southwark visit to:
St Augustine’s, Ramsgate.
Monday-Thursday
22-25 September

Northern Retreat at The Briery, Ilkley
Details: Maureen Potter, 1 Irwin Avenue
Heworth Green, York YO31 7TX

Tuesday-Sunday,
14-19th October

Vie Montante International Conference
Belgium.

Tuesday-Wednesday,
4-5th November

NPT meeting
Wistaston Hall Crewe.
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